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Ethiopia
April 4, 2011

Notice: Significant delays remain likely for cases
presented to Ethiopia's Ministry of Women,
Children and Youth Affairs after March 8, 2011

The Government of Ethiopia's Ministry of Women, Children and Youth Affairs
(MOWYCA) told the American Embassy officials that adoption cases
presented to the Federal Court of First Instance prior to March 8, 2011 will
be processed expeditiously. However, cases presented to the Court after
March 8 will be processed in a more deliberate manner to allow greater
scrutiny and oversight. Based on their March 8 announcement the American
Embassy anticipates that MOWYCA will process these cases at a rate of
approximately 5 per day.

It is unclear whether there will be an official announcement from the
Government of Ethiopia regarding the plan to reduce the number of cases
adjudicated daily.

Prospective adoptive parents who did not reach the court summons stage
before March 8, 2011, should expect significant delays in the progression of
their paperwork through the Government of Ethiopia. Prospective adoptive
parents should be in close touch with their adoption service providers to
confirm the status of their cases.

The U.S. Embassy continues to work with Ethiopian government officials
and adoption agencies to gain a clearer understanding of these procedures,
and will continue to post information as it becomes available.

The Embassy's Adoptions Unit can be reached at
consadoptionaddis@state.gov.

Please continue to monitor http://adoption.state.gov for updated
information as it becomes available.
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